start of a colony by an outlaw whose identity in many ways embodies the modern conceptualization of what a Viking was. Yet through his actions and the actions of those that followed him the Norse who settled in Greenland were able to maintain peace amongst themselves for five hundred years. 9 But by the fifteenth century Eirik the Red's Viking
Greenland had fallen apart.
Historians 
Initial Contact and Development in North America
The date of The Vinland Sagas is unconfirmed, but they are believed to be connected to an early twelfth century source known as "Islendingabok" or . 24 The Vinland Sagas, 15-16. 25 Ibid, 10-11. 26 Ibid, 11. 27 Ibid, 15-16. 28 Ibid, 17. and then threw it as far out into the sea as he could. After that the natives fled into the woods at top speed, and they had no more dealings with them. 29 In this passage, the meaning of the word "dealings" is unclear. It could mean that they ceased either fighting or trade. Even by the sixteenth century when later Europeans arrived, the Beothuk of Newfoundland were described as "extremely hostile and intractable" and were subsequently annihilated. 30 order to facilitate the spread of Christianity there. 43 Arriving home at Brattahlid, Leif did as he was instructed. His mother, Thjodhild, converted to Christianity with ease. 44 Eirik was less eager to relinquish the old customs, but allowed a small church to be built near the house for his wife. 45 In 1961, a horseshoe-shaped "church 6.5 feet wide and 11.5 feet long" was found near the site of Brattahlid. 46 In the years following this discovery, 144 skeletons were excavated next to the structure further proving it a church. 47 As the population in Greenland grew so did the number of small churches along with an expressed need for formal governance of them.
Knowledge of the discovery of Greenland and land beyond it began to gradually seep into Until the late twelfth century, the Thule of northern Greenland had not encountered the Vikings. Ari Thorgilsson's "Islendingabok," mentioned at the beginning of this paper, "says that Eirik and his people found only ruins and remnants of stone tools and boats from the Skraelings"
where the Norse settled in southern Greenland. 58 The predecessors of the Thule had entered
Greenland around the year 500. 59 They existed in southern Greenland until around the beginning of the tenth century when they migrated north due to a shift in survival practices which led to the advancement of their sea travel. 60 This allowed them to hunt more efficiently off the northern coasts whose waters contained massive amounts of marine creatures including walrus and seal.
61
But by the onset of the thirteenth century the Thule had begun to migrate back down the western coast of Greenland where they were met by the Norse whose own hunting trips took them 53 Ibid. north. 62 The Norse had begun to sail north in the summers "hunting for polar bears and large marine animals, especially the walrus with its ivory tusks," a valuable item to trade with mainland Europeans.
63
The Ingstads found many Dorset, Thule, and Viking artifacts in close proximity to Viking and Thule settlements indicating continued contact between the natives and the Norse. 64 These objects, "such as chess pieces, iron rivets, woven cloth, and bits of chain mail" were "found on both the Canadian and Greenlandic side of Smith Sound" and could be indicative of an established trade relation. 65 A more curious find was a coin found in Penobscot Bay, Maine in
1957.
66 This "Maine Penny" was discovered on the grounds of a former Native American trade village known as the Goddard site. 67 The silver coin is believed to have been minted in the eleventh century during the reign of Olaf Kyrre, king of Norway. 68 The coin also appears to have been fashioned as a pendant, and further analysis has shown that the artifact contains particles of Ramah chert and "a fragment of a Dorset burin-like tool." 69 However, Ramah chert is primarily found in Northern Labrador, not Maine. 70 The coin was probably obtained from Zeno, vi. remained in the Eastern colony. 103 While sailing along the east coast, Christian I's men were ambushed by natives travelling on "small ships lacking keels, in great number." 104 The Thule had possibly spread to and positioned themselves in Southern Greenland. 105 The spread of the Thule this far south coincides with the mid-fourteenth century report by Ivar Bardson that the "Skraelings" had taken over the Western Settlement. 106 This means the Thule were likely pushing the Norse out of the settlements in response to the climate changes mentioned previously. 107 The Thule pressed south in order to gain more hunting areas likely competing with the less skilled Norse hunters. 108 The Norse settlers began to leave Greenland in the midfifteenth century. 109 Skeletons of the elderly found in the graveyard at Herjolfsnes suggests that the young left first in a swift mass movement. 110 
Conclusion
The negative economic and climactic factors in Greenland were made worse by conflict with both European pirates and the migrating Thule. However, in the last century of the Norse colonization of Greenland the Vikings' refusal to adapt to their changing conditions was the most significant reason for their failure. 111 The decomposed bodies at Herjolfsnes wore traditionally European style clothing rather than dress acquired from the Thule, indicative of a Viking refusal 
